The historical city of Monza is

home to a host of unique attrac-

tions and is an ideal base to
mxmwoﬂm the Brianza area. It is both industrial
and residential and its populatioen is approxi-
mately 121,000. Evidence of its origins dafes
back to Celtic days. However its histeric impor-
tance evolved during Longobard times when
Queen Teodolinda converted the population to
Catholicism.
The main manument of the fown is the splendid
Cathedral, dedicated to St. John the Baptist,
patron saint of Monza. This beautiful example of
Gothic church, which stands in the homonymous
sguare, was built in the 14™ century on the site
of the previous baptistery ordered by Queen
Teodolinda at the end of the 6th century. The
facade of the church, made in green and white
marble, was extended and finished by Matteo da
Campione (+1396). On the left side of the
Basilica is the Bell Tower, 80 metres high, which
was erected in 1606 by the architect Ercole
Turati. The interior of the Cathedral was trans-
formed into a pure Barogue style during the 17
and 18" centuries. The magnificent rose glass
window, made by the Bertini brothers in 1890,
can be fully admired against the light. In the
central nave, on the left side, the Chancel by
Matteo da Camipione is one of the oldest part of
the church. The altar, superb piece of jewellery
decorated by Borghino del Pozzo in the 14* cen-
tury, bears the scenes of the life of St. John the
Baptist on a silver gilt plate, which is one metre
high and over two metres wide. On the left side
of the presbytery is the so-called Chapel of
Queen Teodolinda, frescoed by the Zavattar,
distinguished artists belonging to the pictorial
current called flowery or international Gothic
style  (1444). The “Golden Legend” of
Teodolinda is represented in a sequence of
scenes of rare taste, from her arrival to italy as
the wife of Autari, king of the Longobards, fol-
lowed by the welcome she received in Verona,
then the death and the funerals of Autari and
finally her wedding with Agilulfo, new king of
the Longobards. However the masterpiece of
the frescoes is that representing the miracles -
Teodolinda’s vision and the preparation for
building the Cathedral, then consecrated in 595
AD. The superb procession of the Emperor
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