To Whom It May Concern,

I am writing you on behalf of the Directorship of Riot Police Bursa, Turkey. I would like to introduce our institution and learn your opinion on joining a collaborative project which we plan to propose to the Leonardo da Vinci Mobility Program (VETPRO) of the European Union.

The main functions of the Riot Police in Bursa are to control the situations in which a large crowd of people are behaving in a violent and uncontrolled way, especially when they are protesting about something, damaging cars or buildings. We work in co-operation with the local police in order to make the country more secure. For example there are some problems concerning the events in football matches in our country and we wonder how you handle these situations: the methods, trainings, proper clothing, vehicles, etc. 

As you may well know, Turkey is a candidate country for the European Union and the negotiations are being continued in many fields. In our project proposal our main goal will be to compare the structure of the Riot Police in several European Union countries and Turkey. For that we would like to make on-site visits, learn the theoretical and practical aspects of the structures of the Riot Police.

We are planing to do the project in 2009 in the scope of &#8220;Lifelong Learning Programme&#8221; Mobility Project, which is supported by Turkish National Agency as an EU project.

The subtitles of the proposal shall be:

ü the intervention methods to riots (particularly in sports games) in the EU countries,

ü the application of the methods to control the situations,

ü the riot gear, shields, and your way of defense,

ü the methods of detention

ü work place conflict and stress management,

Our potantial national partners will be:

1. Uludag University: for the need analysis and sustainability of the project in terms of conferences and seminars,

2. Bursa Chamber of Commerce and Industry (BTSO): a civil society organization of mainly the industrial enterprises. The Chamber has several factories in its structure which are exposed to strikes,

3. Bursa Police College: its education programme is vital to us because the students who will work with us in the future are studying there. They have done an international project concerning the Police College students, so our project will be a follow-up action for the College.

We plan to include international partners to guide us to understand the structure and the functioning of the Riot Police in European Union countries. We plan to make short (5 to 10 working days) on-site visits and observe the situation in various countries. An informative theoretical teaching combined with monitoring of the actual trainings or demonstrations would suit our expectations best. We plan to cover all our expenses from the budget of the project. The project will be proposed in the following months, and in case it is accepted, the visits will take place most probably in 2010. What we need at the moment from you will be an introductory text about your institution and a letter stating that you would like to be a partner.

I would like to learn if you would be willing to cooperate with us and be a partner in such a project. Should you have any questions or would like to have more information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

I look forward to hearing from you soon. Thanks for your interest in advance.

Yours sincerely,

Vehbi Ozkumus

Chief Police Officer
vehbi42@hotmail.com
