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Using the International Dimension to Raise Achievement and Widen Participation in Vocational Education
Cambridge, November 26-30th 2008

Contact Seminar for Comenius and Leonardo Partnerships 

Organised jointly by the UK National Agency for the EU Lifelong Learning Programme (British Council and Ecotec) 

The Cambridge Belfry Hotel, Cambourne, Cambridge, CB23 6BW
http://www.qhotels.co.uk/hotels/the-cambridge-belfry-cambridge-cambridgeshire/
Context

In line with EU and UK national policy and strategy this seminar will focus on raising standards and motivation amongst under-achieving and under-represented groups in vocational education, through international partnerships. 

Theme
 To explore how European vocational institutions can use the International Dimension in any area of the curriculum to: 

· Raise motivation
· Promote social inclusion 

· Raise educational standards

· Encourage Community Cohesion
· Promote creativity and innovation
Aims
· To encourage the participation of vocational institutions from across Europe in the Comenius and Leonardo programmes.

· To identify and establish active bilateral and multilateral partnerships focussing on the theme of raising achievement and motivation through the International Dimension.

· To raise awareness of and possibilities for intercultural dialogue.

This contact seminar will provide up to 60 participants with:

· The opportunity to meet and develop project ideas with partner institutions across Europe

· An overview of the Comenius and Leonardo programmes 

· Examples of existing UK Comenius and Leonardo practice

· Site visits relevant to Comenius and Leonardo projects 

· Guidance on submitting a successful application and related procedures 

Language

In order to fully contribute to and benefit from the seminar participants will be expected to have a high level of English.
Programme

The contact seminar will include plenary sessions, briefings, workshops, case studies and visits. 

There will also be a European market place (for which each participant will be asked to bring small contributions of national food, drink and customs, as well as details of their institution and local area). 

The seminar will involve a full programme of activities, and will provide an opportunity for free time and relaxation.
Registration

To apply, applicants need to complete the Registration Form and the Preparatory Visit Application Form, (supplied by their National Agency). 

All applicants must apply via their own National Agency. Applications will only be accepted with full authorisation from the relevant National Agency.

If selected, each applicant will be asked to register on the eTwinning website as part of the pre-seminar partner finding activities.  

Contact 
For more information please contact Luke Buffery, in the Comenius team at the British Council:
Tel + 44 (0)207 389 4621         
Fax + 44 (0)207 389 4426
luke.buffery@britishcouncil.org   
